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Objective
• How to get started in Wordpress


• Blog


• Photoblog


• Business or Organization site


• Tips & Tricks


• Live Demo



About Me

• 30+ years RCA, GE, DEC, HP - engineering, marketing, 
consulting, etc.


• Founder of RMG:  Consulting, Design, Hosting


• Developed 100’s of Wordpress sites


• 40+ sites under management:  Corporate, Government, 
Small / Medium Business



How I Got Started With 
Wordpress



What Is Wordpress?
• Wordpress is a Content Management System


• A content management system (CMS) is a computer 
application that supports the creation and modification 
of digital content. It typically supports multiple users in 
a collaborative environment. Examples:  Wordpress, Joomla, 
Drupal, SiteCore


• Wordpress is Freely Distributed, Open Source


• Wordpress is based on PHP and MySQL


• Search Engine Friendly

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collaborative_software


Wordpress
• Most popular web publishing platform 


• Over 60 million sites


• Over 30% of the top 10 million sites


• Getting a site up and running (and maintaining it) is relatively 
easy.


• Editing content is very easy (shared responsibility with web 
agency.


• Advanced features require extensive expertise



One Big Problem

• So popular, its a hacker magnet


• Brute Force attacks


• MySQL, PHP attack vectors 


• But with care (which we will cover) it is very secure


• If you don’t plan to maintain your site and keep it up to 
date, get someone to do it for you.



How to Get Started
• You’ll need a host…


• Lots out there but for getting started, I recommend wordpress.com  
which offers free plans and paid plans.


• Free plans put your site in a subdomain like example.wordpress.com


• For $4.00/mo you can get your own domain


• PHP7 is a must!


• Some hosts try to upsell you on on tons of useless features (GoDaddy)


• Unless you know what you are doing, I would stick to a host specializing 
in Wordpress

http://wordpress.com
http://example.wordpress.com


Remember

• Don’t use copyrighted material


• Google Image Search > Tools > Usage Rights


• pexels.com and other free stock image libraries


• When in doubt, ask permission

http://pexels.com


Basics
• Dashboard


• Pages


• Posts


• Media Library


• Plugins


• Themes





Dashboard

• Control Center of Wordpress


• Install and Remove Components


• Create  content


• Upload things





Posts and Pages

• The two most common forms of content are:


• Pages - the individual, permanent parts of a website 
usually referenced by a menu


• Posts - usually chronologically ordered content of text 
and/or images forming a blog.


• Some sites are all pages. Some all posts. Or a mixture.



Page Post







Themes

• Themes provide the look and feel of your site


• Some provide advanced capabilites


• Meta themes,  builder themes, etc.


• Many are free or a nominal cost


• Pick themes which have a support history (ie. not ones 
last updated 5 years ago)





Plugins

• Plugins add capabilities


• 50,000+ available


• Be wary of support level, usage, version compatibility


• Plugins are a common attack vector


• Security, e-commerce, font extensions, slideshows, 
banners, email functions, performance etc.







Support Resources

• wordpress.org


• Many Wordpress focused blogs


• Google any issue, you should find an answer


• roundmountaingroup.com  > cybersecurity


• This presentation + security primer

http://wordpress.org
http://roundmountaingroup.com


Live Demo


